HABAKKUK
As was the case with many of the prophets, we know very little about
Habakkuk. His name can mean either “one who embraces” or “one who
wrestles”, - in this prophecy, he does both! … But, because we are given so
little information, it is very likely he was well-known to his own people. He
was basically an ordinary person, from an ordinary background … one of a
group known as the Minor Prophets, - not because their message was any less
(or ‘minor’) than the Major Prophets, such as Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah,
but mainly because of its briefness. He was the eighth of the twelve minor
prophets. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and
Zephaniah. … This included the period when the land of Judah was
experiencing great times of revival under King Josiah (640-609 BC). During
those years there was freedom and prosperity throughout the land (II Chr.
34,35).
However, Habakkuk began to detect a ‘moral decline’. Life was still good but
a change was subtly underway. … And this moral decline then started to hurtle
at an increasing pace, and it seemed as if Habukkuk, - and those like him, who
were concerned about the place of God within their society, - were completely
unable to stop the nation edging further away.
While Josiah was an excellent king, - in his faithfulness to the Lord, - his son
Jehoikim was completely the opposite, - he became nothing more than a
tyrant. The situation worsened when his son Jehoichin was arrested and taken
to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (597 BC). It seemed as if it was all getting out
of control! … Israel’s future as a nation was under threat.
As far as religion was concerned Israel had turned away from the true worship
of God, - they had forgotten His uniqueness and were aligning idols alongside
Him. Formerly, they had begun as a Jehovah-worshipping people … but they
had moved away from that … they had ‘progressed’ and now identified
themselves with the other surrounding idolatrous nations. They all became
united … and integrated … and this was to their detriment, - politically,
socially, and religiously, for God became forgotten!
And what a situation had developed! … And the very small number, - because
God always keeps a remnant, - of the good, upright, faithful people was crying
out, - in vain, it seemed, - for God to do something … And chief among them
was the prophet Habakkuk, O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear!
(1:1) … Gone were those great days of King Josiah’s when the nation knew
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such memorable times of true blessing from God … when the temple was
repaired, after having fallen into a state of disrepair … when the Word of God
was rediscovered and read with such powerful authority … when the covenant
was renewed … when many of the places of idolatry were destroyed … when
the Passover was restored … and the occult and all kinds of abomination were
expelled (see II Kings 22 & 23). … Those were great times during Josiah’s
reign … but now the preaching of the Word of God had fallen silent, and the
society of Jerusalem and the fervour of the people of God had come under the
yoke of violence and lawlessness and destruction. The law was paralysed, they had begun by redefining it until it meant absolutely nothing! True justice
was scorned and sneered at. Old-fashioned values were detested and
considered to be antiquated … having no place in a modern society. Nobody
was sure of what was right or wrong anymore … and the righteous, - who held
on to the old standards of rule according to God’s Word, - were mocked by the
wicked. … The nation had had enough of God and His ways … and their
fraternising with the pagan nations was hastening their apostasy.
God and His ways had been over-ruled. He had been overtaken by the masses.
The outside religions, - upon which the nation had never been established, were considered on a par with the worship of Jehovah … All the gods coexisted alongside each other … and the rottenness had set in, and it looked as
if it was totally impossible to remove it. Sadly, Israel and the people of God
had unwittingly, - carelessly, - become slaves to the spirit of the age … so
much so you couldn’t tell the difference. … God’s Word had been silenced …
And it truly troubled Habakkuk … and He actually went so far as to accuse
God of indifference (v.2), inactivity (vv.3,4), and inconsistency (vv.5-17) …
He cried out to God, Where are You?
… For when Habakkuk considered the holiness, righteousness, and perfect
justice of God … and when he read again the teachings given to Moses, and
the way God had dealt in chastisement with the people of Israel down through
their history, he could not understand why God would not, - it seemed, - step
in and ‘sort the land out’ and draw His people ‘back from the edge’. … God,
where are You?! … God, are You listening?! … God, do You not see what
is going on?!
And then God began to speak … not to everyone, but to one who was
seriously and sufficiently concerned about the state of the nation, - Habakkuk
was in earnest prayer before the Lord. And then his heart started to race and
get excited for he realised God was answering his prayer. God is about to do
something! Tremendous, God is going to visit His people again! … And so
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God answers. Look at how He begins, v.5 Behold ye among the heathen, and
regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will
not believe, though it be told you. … Fantastic! God hasn’t given up on His

people. He hasn’t left us, even though it seems as if we have left Him. He
continues to have plans for us. Israel is precious to Him and He will never
abandon them!
But as God opens up and explains what He is going to do, Habakkuk becomes
extremely uncomfortable for, as he listened to the Lord, he could not believe
what he was hearing! It was all about to become increasingly worse! … “This
isn’t the way I would deal with it, Lord! You are going about it the wrong
way! Surely Lord, we’re supposed to come back to you and repent of our sins.
Make it happen that way! … Lord, here is how You should do it, … invoke II
Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. … Lord, that’s

the way to do it!” …
But we dare not tell the righteous God how to behave for His ways are not our
ways, and His thoughts not our thoughts … He chose to use the most cruel and
terrifying people on the face of the earth for His own reasons. You could not
have found a good word to say about the Chaldeans/Babylonians! They were
evil according to every definition of the word! The name of Babylon struck
fear in every land. … Nevertheless, God said, “I’m going to use Babylon!” …
That is the power He has! He uses the ungodly to fulfil His purposes … They
don’t know they are doing it but He is working out His plans through them,
and they wouldn’t believe you if you told them … God is in charge, and even
His enemies are unwittingly and unknowingly working towards an end that
will ultimately bring Him all the glory … according to the way He has already
purposed it!
… But Habakkuk could not see that … When he heard the Lord tell him,
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Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will
work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you, … he was

filled with an excited anticipation … The Lord has heard me and He’s going to
do something … and it is going to be great! Such was his initial excitement!
Well, any joy was about to quickly evaporate, for if the situation was bad
before … it looked now as if it had suddenly become worse for it seemed as if
God was offering him no hope at all! God, Who had the power to gently
smooth over the problem, to take the wicked people out and to bring the
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people back to Himself ‘nicely’ and with gentleness, chose instead a plan of
action whereby He would ‘uproot’ the children of Israel from their land and
send them away them as captives to a wicked, evil, and tyrannical people. …
And if Habakkuk thought his problems were great when he first came before
God, they had now suddenly ‘mushroomed’ to a level he could never have
anticipated! He was confused, bewildered, mystified at how the holiness of
God could permit and include such rampant sin against His special people.
What could he have done, though? He could have turned against God. He
could have tried to sort the people and the problem out himself … and set God
to the one side, like everyone else had done. He could have sought to reverse
the will of God … I’m not going along with You anymore, God … What did
he do though? He took a very wise course of action, 2:1 I will stand upon my
watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and
what I shall answer when I am reproved.

In other words, Habakkuk became content and satisfied to trust in God, and in
the fact God is in control and He knows what He is doing. God has the wider
picture, and He works absolutely everything according to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will (Eph 1:11)

… And when Habakkuk ‘slowed down’, and realised the best course of action
was to hand the situation over to the Lord, then he took his eyes off the sin of
Israel and concentrated upon the sovereignty of God (1:12ff.). His trust in
Jehovah went along a very different road altogether, - it took a different track.
… And God gave Him a wonderful truth, - the assurance of God’s Grace, 2:4
the just shall live by his faith. … Those words were pivotal to Paul for he took
and used them when he wrote to the church in Rome (1:17), and also to the
church in Galatia (3:11). The same words had such a powerful impact they
were also included by the writer to the Hebrews (10:38). … And Martin
Luther and John Wesley testified to how it brought them to saving faith. … It
is the only assurance of God’s grace, - 2:4 the just shall live by his faith. It is not
sight, or intellectualism, or the ability to work it out in tandem with other
philosophies or religions … salvation is by grace alone, through Christ alone,
by faith alone … as God chooses to reveal!
And when Habakkuk recognised the all-preeminence of God, he not only had
the assurance of God’s grace but also the assurance of God’s glory (v.14),
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea. … He looked up! … He was brought to the place where he
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repented, “God, I’m surrounded by idolatry, apostasy, confusion, and the
world chasing its own sad agenda and I confess I have taken my eyes off You.
… I have been ‘infected’ by the world. Well, Lord, no longer for I have
stopped looking around me and I have started looking up, and my eyes behold
the glory of Almighty God.”
What an experience he encountered … but how he would have missed it if he
had not been ‘standing upon his watch’, ‘standing in the tower watching
expectantly for the Lord, listening to hear Him speak, and watching to see
Him work out His purposes (cf. 2:1)! … And he saw the majesty and
sovereignty of the assurance of God’s grace (v.4), the assurance of God’s
glory (v.14), and also the assurance of God’s government (v.20), the LORD is
in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. … He is on the throne!
“Habakkuk, I’m in control”, says God. … Don’t you notice that before God
began to deal with the spiritual need of the nation, He began to deal with the
heart of His servant! … Hab. 3:2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid:
O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy. … God was beginning His work of revival

among those who had a heart after himself. … And when God had caught
Habakkuk’s attention, the prophet’s fears were dispelled and he was given a
peace and a certainty he would have gained nowhere else.
Then there was a complete turnaround for, in the final chapter of this short
prophecy, Habakkuk went from sorrow to a song! He was no longer confused,
but he was confident. It is hard to believe this is the same man … but it is! …
When he realised the sovereignty of God and that nothing can hinder or
change His ways, he saw the future of Israel as bright. It was wrapped up in
God’s sovereign purpose.
From sorrow to a song … from victims to the victors … God will never
allow His own people to be destroyed, - they are too precious! He will never
allow their message to be silenced. … And Habakkuk wanted the Old
Testament people of Israel to catch this great confidence God had so
graciously granted to him. … Yes, Lord, we remember those great times of
blessing during the days of Josiah, … Lord, bring those days back once again,
3:2 O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy.

Yes, the prophet was so full of praise. God was real to him (3:3 God came from
Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah His glory covered the heavens,
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knew the power of God was greater than any evil Babylonian army (3:10-12).
He realised God was unstoppable and answerable to none as He carries out
His will and His purposes (vv.12-15).
No wonder Habakkuk finishes with such a beautiful song of triumph! All his
confidence and trust was in God. His position wasn’t the view general held by
the vast majority … but, nonetheless, Habakkuk confidently declared it … I
will rest in God, v.17 … I will rejoice in God, v.18 … and I will rely on
God, v.19.
Making sense of the ways and plans of God! … Habakkuk teaches us how
God simply wants our attention, our adoration and our confidence! … He calls
us to rely on His truth which assures us He is in control. … That’s the
confidence in the same God the prophet worshipped. That same, one and only
God has never changed or lost any of His ancient power. He continues to carry
out His purposes unabated, and He works to an agenda that is far beyond our
thoughts … And we can be confident of this, that He knows the end of all
things for He alone has planned them.
Regardless of what the world might imply and openly and arrogantly affirm,
He is not a failure and He has never gone away. Neither is He old-fashioned
and out-dated. The world and society haven’t got the better of Him! He is the
same God, He changes not!
… There is nothing going on today He has not already made plans to confront
and to remedy. Even when, - at the final consummation of the age, - His
enemies will make war with the Lamb, the Lamb Who is the Faithful and
True, will overcome them, for He is Lord of Lords and King of kings … and
those who are with Him are no less than His called, His chosen, and His
faithful (Cf. Rev. 17:14). … And the great multitude of voices in Heaven will
eternally declare, Rev. 19:1 Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power,
unto the Lord our God

Before that happens, the Gospel will be preached until the end of the age …
and no government or antichrist will stop it (Mt. 24:14)! … It doesn’t matter
who is in charge for all authorities and powers are subject to God … whether
they like it or not … and whether they believe it or not!
… And so, Habakkuk, - the prophet of hope, whose name means ‘one who
embraces’ … God has His people in His care, - … Habakkuk began in

D.G.

7

despair, and yet he finished with delight. … He shows us how through the
dark valleys God leads us where we cannot see, and He will bring us safely
out the other side. … Those are His promises to His people, and He will not
fail!

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF HABUKKUK
I. Superscription (1:1)
II. The Prophet’s Perplexities – Wondering & Worrying (1:2–2:20)
A. His first complaint, God’s indifference (1:2–4)
B. God’s first response, I am working (1:5–11)
C. His second complaint, God’s inconsistency (1:12–17)
II. The Prophet’s Patience – Watching & Waiting (2:1–20)
A. Anticipation (2:1)
B. Assurance (2:4-5)
C. Abhorrence (2:6-19)
D. Authority (2:20)
III. The Prophet’s Prayer – Worshipping & Witnessing (3:1–19)
A. Petition for God’s mercy, - Habukkuk prays (3:1, 2)
B. Praise of God’s power, - Habukkuk ponders (3:3–15)
C. Promise of God’s sufficiency, - Habukkuk praises (3:16–19)

